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  Chiefs’ Corner
By Madison and Tara
 Hey, your shoe’s untied. APRIL FOOL’S! Hola, Zizzerland! The 
school year is drawing to a close, and so are all of the sports and activities. 
Baseball, track and fi eld, boys’ tennis, girls’ soccer, and boys’ golf are al-
most through with their seasons. All of the clubs are wrapping up with their 
end of the year activities. 
 We hope all of you have had a wonderful year thus far. The end is 
approaching rapidly, so let’s fi nish strong. Study hard for EOC’s, and don’t 
slack off in class!

Your editors,
Madison Cozort and Tara Long

 
 Zizzerette is a publication of 
West Plains High School, created 
by students in Mrs. Dianna Locke’s 
English class.  Eight issues of the 
newspaper are created each year.  It 
is published by students in Mr. Scott 
Heidy’s class.

Editors.......Madison Cozort and Tara 
Long

Writers....Megan Biggers, Chance 
Davis, John Williams, Peyton 
Ramseur, Lexie Brauer, Marykate 
Wagoner, Kylie Givens, Bailee 
Doughtery, Rachel Knapp, Andria 
Mullins, Amanda Stevens, and Tricia 
Evans

Advisor....Mrs. Dianna Locke
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Senior Spotlight
By Bailee Dougherty

This month’s Senior Spotlight is an exciting one; double 
trouble! These two, Devin Schmitt and Layne Sporleder, 
are full of life and fun. 
 Devin is the son of Nick Schmitt and Beth War-
ren, and he has two sisters, Andrea Schmitt and Kelsey 
Givens. After graduation, he is headed off to become a 
Marine, and we couldn't be prouder of him. Some other 
fun bits about him; he loves reading books (that aren't 
classics, that is), he is a star soccer player, and is a Color 
Switch pro.
 Layne is the son of Holly Sporleder and he, 
alongside Devin, is also a standout soccer player for the 
Zizzers. He is headed to North Carolina Sports Uni-
versity to play soccer once he graduates. Layne is also 
on the Ridgerunner staff, the magazine the high school 
produces.
The two of them pride themselves on being Mrs. Locke’s 
favorites, with Devin being her number one and Layne 
being her number 2. Besides playing soccer together, 
they also love pranking and giving Mrs. Locke gray hair 
in their free time. If you see the pair in the halls, make 
sure to give them a big “hello!”

Senior 
issue 
on sale 
May 5!

Seniors 
2016
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Junior Junction
By Andria Mullins
 This month’s Junior Junction is Lexie Brauer. Lexie’s parents are 
Bryan and Tammy Brauer, and she has two siblings, Hunter and Audrey. 
Her best friends include Andria Mullins, Kylie Givens, and Blaine Dun-
bar. 
 Brauer’s favorite part of junior year, she said, was being num-
ber one on the girls’ tennis team. She’s also one of the managers for the 
boys’ tennis team. Brauer enjoys playing with her fi ve dogs. Another 
new hobby of hers is biking, whenever the weather permits. She also 
spends a lot of her time working out at Flo Fitness. When asked about 
some of her favorite things, the list included sushi, the color pink, and 
her best friend Andria.
 After high school, Brauer has many big plans. She wishes to 
attend Drury University in Springfi eld. There, she will go to school to 
become a dentist, and hopes to own her own practice one day. Brauer’s 
advice to underclassmen is to take harder classes while you’re still in 
high school, because they prepare you for college. If you see Lexie 
around school, make sure to stop and say “hi!”
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Sophomore Showcase
By Marykate Wagoner 
 This month’s Sophomore Showcase is Jacob 
Simpson. He sings the tenor II part in Concert Choir, 
which is also his favorite class and extracurricular activity 
at WPHS. Jacob is also involved with the handbell choir, 
student council, and FTA (Future Teachers of America). 
When Jacob isn’t working at school or Wendy’s, he en-
joys relaxing with his friends, watching Grey’s Anatomy, 
and listening to music. He has a broad music taste and 
listens to everything from Fetty Wap to Celine Dion, he 
says. This summer, Jacob plans to travel to Pennsylvania 
and visit one of his best friends. He is also excited to be 
a part of our own Zizzerette and yearbook staff for his 
upcoming junior year. Next time you see Jacob around, be 
sure to smile and say “hi!”

Cheer Squads 
Named

By Amanda Stevens
 The cheer tryouts for 2016-2017 were held on April 
11 through April 15. You had to be in 8th through 11th 
grade to try out, must have a “C” average or above, and a 
current physical. Many young people tried out and very 
talented people made the team. On the Junior Varsity team 
there is Lindsey Bassham, Natalie Honeycutt, Lorrin Jens, 
Kaylee Johnson, Shelbi Lung, Skylar Owens, Jolee Pow-
ers, Haley Prewitt, and Buffy Williams. The Varsity team 
includes Skye Ahrenkiel, Kirsten Allen, Annalise Barslow, 
Jaden Brotherton, Katie Fite, Ciera Gariepy, Neely Gobel, 
Bethany Guilliams, Makayla Karr, Sarah Parker, Kellsie 
Rogers, Paige Singleton, Kira Sholes, and for the fi rst time 
they have included one male cheerleader who is Logan 
Riddle. 
 On Wednesday, April 27th there will be a welcome 
party for the new cheerleaders’ right after school and a far-
well to the seniors on this year’s squad. Come see them say 
goodbye and welcome the new ones in. Don’t forget to say 
congratulations to the ones that made it to the cheer team 
for next year. 
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Freshman Focus

By Madison Cozort
 
The recent play that our drama club performed was “Wait Until Dark.” I have heard nothing but positive feed-
back from this play. One fan said, “I thought it was fantastic! The actors were really good, and the play was 
different from the usual things that they have performed.” 
 Some of the main characters and actors were Kayla Stadler as Susie, Kameron Hoffman as Sam, and 
Perry Richards as Gracie. 
 The play was centered on Sam Hendrix returning home with a doll he acquired along the way. As it 
turned out, the doll was stuffed with heroin, and a group of criminals has followed Hendrix back to his place to 
retrieve it. When Hendrix leaves for business, the crooks make their move and fi nd his blind wife, Susy, alone. 
Soon, a life-threatening game begins between Susy and the thugs. 
 The play was fantastic, and the crowd audience raved. Way to go, drama crew! 

Wait until dark.....

By Rachel Knapp

 This month’s Freshman Focus is Lakin Harlan. Lakin was born on No-
vember 15, 2000 to Jeff and Sabrina Collins. She also has two younger brothers 
and one younger sister. 
 Lakin enjoys hanging out with her friends and playing softball for the 
Lady Zizzer softball team. A fun fact about her is that she can touch her tongue 
to her nose! Lakin has a very bubbly personality and is usually found with a 
bright smile on her face. 

  Go Zizzers!
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Performing Artists

By Patricia Evins

 Stephen Mulkey, junior, is a cool guy that is 
very, very devoted to his middle school and high school 
band career. Since sixth grade, Mulkey has been a 
rockin’ percussionist, playing center snare in marching 
band, concert snare in concert season, and an essential 
player to pep band. He recently received the music for 
his new solo, “The Lone Wolf.”
 Though he has many favorite things about band, 
Mulkey states that the best part is, “the feeling that I get 
when the whole band fi nally fi gures out the song, when 
it fi nally sounds like we are together and we can put the 
emotion into the music. And the trips are nice too,” he 
adds. He holds many fond memories up until now, but 
he says that the MSU Springfi eld trip his sophomore 
year for marching band is still his closest, even though 
it was cold, he says. Another favorite of Mulkey’s is the 
song “Smoke on the Water,” which they perform in pep 
band. 

Though Mulky is deeply involved in band, he also 
enjoys participating in Student Council and Beta 
Club. He’s a lover of hikes, adventures, long car 
rides, dogs, and hanging out with his friends. In the 
future, Mulkey plans on attending Mizzou, and hopes 
to play in their drumline. He states that he might pos-
sibly pursue a minor in music, along with his degree 
in business or engineering. 
 Good luck in all your future endeavors, Ste-
phen!

By  Peyton Ramseur
 Cordell Finley, this month’s performing artist, is a 
17-year-old senior here at West Plains High School. His birth-
day is August 19 and his parents are Jason and Michelle Fin-
ley. He has two siblings, an older sister named, Felicity, and a 
younger brother named Creed. 
 Cordell is a member of the Zizzer Pride Band. He 
has played the trumpet since 6th grade. He said the reason he 
started playing is because his friends made being in the band 
look fun. He has played in all the parades around town the last 
few and years. Also, he participated in the parade at MSU in 
Springfi eld. He said he cannot wait for the end of the year con-
cert in Washington, D.C. early in the summer.
 Cordell said his favorite part about band is the concerts 
and his best memory is his fi rst day of band camp his sopho-
more year. He plans on attending college at MSU-West Plains 
and then transferring to MSU-Springfi eld after using his A+. 
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By Kylie Givens
 NHS hosted the annual Spring Blood Drive on March 18 in the 
Sports Complex. Students who wanted to donate had to be at least 16 
years old and have a photo I.D. The drive was ran by Ms. Joice, Mrs. 
Henry, and Mrs. Young, along with 30 NHS members. The donors and 
workers were rewarded with snacks and pizza.
 The club started the day with a goal of 100 pints of blood and 
fi nished with a remarkable amount of 110. Along with students, many 
teachers and people from the community donated. The Red Cross 
Nurses working that day said that the students were very polite and 
helpful compared to many schools they have worked with in the past. 
WPHS blood drives are actually one of the biggest blood drives Red 
Cross does in the area. In fact, West Plains has earned enough dona-
tions to receive the Red Cross Scholarship which will be awarded to 
a NHS member. The club would again like to thank everyone who 
donated and supported them for this very worthwhile cause.

NHS hosts annual spring blood drive

2016-2017 publication staffs named
Ridgerunner
 The Ridgerunner staff of 2016-2017, advised by Mrs. Dianna Locke, will include Chloe Autry, Jordan 
Berkshire, McKenzie Brower, Thanh Dinh, Kasey Doss, Trey Finch, Hayden Harris, Cameron Hoffman, Larissa 
Holesapple, Zane Johnson, Matthew McCall, Morgan Mulford, Eli Pettit, Amanda Stevens, Sarah Stewart, and 
MaryKate Waggoner. Senior Chloe Autry will serve as the staff’s editor.

Yearbook
 The yearbook staff for 2016-2017, advised by Mr. Scott Heidy, will include Marisa Butler, Kristina 
Block, Caroline Beykirch, Gracie Watson, Madyson Vonallmen, Richard Mclain, Karsyn Smith, Kameron Judd, 
and Jacob Simpson. Returning staff includes Maddie Davidson, Emily Riggs, Taylor Sands, and McKenzie 
Barker. 

Zizzerette
 The Zizzerette staff for 2016-2017, advised by Mrs. Dianna Locke, will include Tricia Evins, McKenzie 
Barker, Kristina Block, Lexie Brauer, Thanh Dinh, Kylie Givens, Andria Mullins, Jacob Simpson, Joe Shartz, 
Kameron Judd, Kaprie Mitchell, Amanda Stevens, John David Mulford, Jayden Wiley, Noah Collins, Marykate 
Wagoner, Zane Johnson, Kasey Bonham, Abbey Gann, Benjamin Adcock, Kelby Maderie, and Janeal Talton. 
Senior Tricia Evins will serve as the newspaper’s editor-in-chief.
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By Lexie Brauer
 Speech and Debate coach, Mrs. Christina 
Staab, was recently named Coach of the Year by 
MSHSAA. She is nominated by other coaches 
in the district and there were approximately 30 
coaches that could have been elected. Staab says 
the qualities of a good coach include willingness to 
put in long hours and meet each students individual 
needs. She also says, “Being a coach is very re-
warding. You create strong bonds and relationships 
with students that are very special.” If you see Mrs. 
Christina Staab, make sure to congratulate her on 
the Coach of the Year award! 
 The Speech and debate team did an amazing 
job at districts. The fi ve students that will be mov-
ing on to compete at State are: Alex Cochran, Alex 
Priest, Allie Cook, Jordan Berkshire, and Justin 
Cotter. Make sure to wish the Speech and Debate 
team “good luck!”

Staab named Coach of the 
Year; Speech and Debate 

team travels to State 
competition

Boys’ tennis season underway
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By Peyton Ramseur
 West Plains High School track star Chase Riley is a senior on this year’s team. His goals include leading 
them back to State in his event, high jump, and try to win as a team this year. He also won State in high jump 
last year. His best jump is 6’10” which if you don’t know lengths very well that’s getting up there. He currently 
holds the school record and is looking to beat the state record at 7’3”. 
  He is the son of Will and Tara Riley. He has two siblings, an older sister Paige, who attends to college at 
Arkansas State, and a younger brother named Hagen, who is in 7th grade at Fairview. He also played basketball 
all four years of school, along with participation on the track team.
 Chase is being scouted by several division 1 schools for track. But, he said his top three options are Ar-
kansas, Arkansas State, and Mizzou. 
 His hobbies include hanging out with friends, playing basketball, and hunting. Be sure to wish him good 
luck this year as he starts his senior year of track.

Varsity Profi les
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By Andria Mullins
 Varsity Profi ler Madison Brownrigg is a 
junior on the Lady Zizzer Swim Team. She partici-
pates in the 50 free, 100 free, 200 free relay, and 
the 400 free relay. Madison says that her favorite 
thing about swim is the challenges they face every 
day, the amount of teamwork, and their experiences. 
She also added, “We’re a close team and it’s a fun 
experience to compete and get to know people from 
other teams.” Brownrigg says she loves to improve 
her scores and likes being there to support the other 
members of her team as they also improve their 
scores. Madison and the team participated in the 
SOMO meet, with a team placement of 8th. She 
placed 8th in the 50 free, and 10th in the 100 free. 
Her relay teams placed 5th in the 200 free relay and 
4th in the 400 free relay. 

By Chance Davis 
    The Zizzers boys golf team is off to a 
great start this spring. They started their 
season at the Lebanon tournament, where 
they fell just short a few strokes of the 
team victory, but Dylan White was the 
medalist of the tournament carding a 1 
under par 71. The second tournament of 
the year was the MSU Relays and they 
placed second in their division. Boys 
varsity starting fi ve is led by three se-
niors this year: Peyton Ramseur, Dylan 
White, and Chance Davis, The other two 
varsity golfers are (Junior) Dalton Ross, 
and (Freshman) Parker Ramseur. The JV 
has lots of great talent, coach said. They 
are all young and have great potential of 
being a very good golf team in the future. 
JV has played in two tournaments so far, 
the Lebanon Tournament, where they 
fi nished 4th overall, and the Thayer tour-
nament where they placed 1st. Everyone 
wish the boys golf team good luck on the 
rest of their season!

Boys’ golf 
season 

underway
By Lexie Brauer
The Lady Zizzer’s track team has performed well thus far, as 
expected. Coach Gunter predicts that with the combination of 
notable freshmen combining with the older, experienced girls 
they will go far this year. When asked about some of the seniors 
that stand out, Gunter lists: Kayli Brower, Theresa Harto, Hay-
ley Baca, Sydney Sanders, Summer Burnes, and Loanne Sau-
vageon.  At the Zizzer Trials Kasey Bonham, sophomore, broke 
the shot put record with an outstanding 39 feet and 11 ½ inches. 
Gunter says, “Our goal is to win conference this year. The girls 
are very well rounded in all areas, so I think we have a great 
chance.” Good luck to the girls track team this season!

Lady Zizzer track season underway

Z--I-Z-Z-E-R
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By Peyton Ramseur
 The Zizzer baseball season has offi cially started now that it’s spring. Through ten games so far this sea-
son the varsity is 6-4. That’s not a bad record but coach Quarti says he feels like the way they have played every 
game they should be undefeated. Some key wins they’ve had are getting fi rst in the Harrison, Arkansas tourna-
ment. They also beat Fort Osage who are always good competition.
 The coaches this year include head coach Chris Quarti, Caleb Dudley, and Matt Gurnow. The Varsity 
team consists of seven seniors who all have great potential and most of them have also signed to play in college. 
The seniors are Tyler Wood, Blaine Dunbar, Trey Cooper, Jacob Hess, Jake Quarti, Daniel Crewse, and Brett 
Wilbanks. Unfortunately, Brett suffered a leg injury that will probably sideline him the rest of the season. 
 The JV and the freshman teams are also doing well. The JV is 3-0 and the freshman are 2-2. Coach is 
expecting them to continue improving and play well on varsity next year. Be sure to come out and support the 
Zizzer baseball teams as they continue their season. 

Zizzer Baseball

Lady Zizzer Soccer
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